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FAO in the European Region

FAO and GEF

· FAO has worked closely with GEF since it was established in 1992  (in collaboration with the original implementing agencies WB, UNDP, UNEP) 
· Since May 2000 FAO has been approved as a GEF Executing Agency under expanded opportunities. Initially the direct access has been limited to projects in the area of Persistent Organic Pollutants, but has been expanded in 2006 in its areas of comparative advantage
(since 2006 when direct access was extended to all GEF agencies based on comparative advantages, the direct support FAO has been providing to countries to develop and implement GEF projects has increased significantly – from one in 2006 to more than 30 with of around US$98M (this includes operational and approved PIFs; plus around 10 firm pipeline).
· Areas in which FAO has comparative advantages include:

· POPs  - an area where FAO has big experience:
· Pesticide life-cycle management through implementation of the International Code of Conduct on the Distribution and Use of Pesticides;
· Inventory, safeguard, elimination and prevention of obsolete pesticides; 
· Integrated pest management
As a Specialized Agency we have the most experience in assisting countries to inventory, safeguard and dispose of their POPs and other obsolete pesticides but most important for the sustainability of these initiatives are the parallel activities in building capacity in sustainable pest management with Integrated Pest Management and sustainable pesticide management. These measures will assist countries to avoid the further recreation of obsolete stocks.  
· In this region FAO has only one GEF project and  that is GCP/INT/062/GFF - Capacity building on Obsolete and POPs Pesticides in EECCA countries (Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Mongolia, Republic of Moldova, Romania, Slovak Republic, The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia); Follow-up GEF projects are planned (already have official request from Moldova)

· Land Degradation:
· Sustainable land and water management;
· Sustainable forest management;
· Conservation agriculture; The Land Degradation Assessment in Drylands (LADA) project, executed by FAO with funding from UNEP, GEF and others, assesses the causes and impacts of land degradation at global, national and local levels in order to detect hot spots and identify remedial measures. (follow-up plans through GEF)

· Biodiversity:
· Agro-biodiversity and genetic diversity conservation in farming systems;
· Sustainable forest management; 
· Conservation of biodiversity in production landscapes.

· Climate Change:
· Bio energy;
· Carbon stocks conservation in soil and forest and monitoring of carbon fluxes in land use systems (REDD, LULUCF, Exante tool). 

· International Waters:
· Implementation of the FAO Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries;
· Ecosystem approach to sustainable fisheries management;
· Bi- or multi-national watershed management.

· Adaptation (LDCF/SCCF)
· Adaptation in agriculture, forest, pasture, and fisheries production systems.

· Other FAO-GEF Project Examples from other regions:
· GCP /IND/181/GFF - Enabling  Sustainable Land Management (SLM) among resource poor communities in Southern India (India)
· GCP /RAS/238/GFF - Strategies for Fisheries Bycatch Management (Indonesia, Malaysia, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Thailand, Vietnam)
· GCP /BRA/079/GFF - Strengthening National Policy and Knowledge Frameworks in Support of Sustainable Management of Brazil`s Forest Resources (Brazil)
 
Non-GEF Field Programme Activities in the Region of Europe and Central Asia

· Field activities cover approximately 20 countries out of 53 member countries in the region
· More than 60 projects are implemented in a given year (excluding emergency, telefood and interregional)
· Total value of all ongoing projects is approximately US$50 million
· Yearly delivery (project expenditure) varies between US$6 and US$8 million in the last four years 
· Around 70% of the ongoing projects are in the following fields:
· Sustainable management and use of fisheries and aquaculture resources
· Sustainable management of land, water and genetic resources and improved responses to global environmental challenges affecting food and agriculture 
· Sustainable intensification of crop production, and
· Sustainable management of forests and trees

· FAO project examples from the region:
· GCP /ARM/003/GRE	- Support for pesticide quality control and residue monitoring in Armenia
· GCP/FRY/003/FYN - Support the development of the forestry sector in Serbia to ensure the sustainability of the use and conservation of forest resources
· GCP /RER/030/TUR - Conservation Agriculture and Resource Conserving Technologies for Irrigated areas in Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan
· TCP/AZE/3302 - Sustainable management of pastures (Azerbaijan)
· TCP/BIH/3301 and TCP/ALB/3301 – Land Consolidation Strategy (BiH and Albania)
· TCP/MCD/3301 - Support for the Management of State-owned agricultural Land (Macedonia)
· TCP/UKR/3201 BABY03 - Strengthening pesticide management (Ukraine)
· TCP/YUG/3201 - Wood energy for sustainable rural development (Serbia)
· TCP/RER/3301 - Development of aquaculture sector of Albania, Croatia, Montenegro and Turkey: a post harvest perspective
· TCP/AZE/3301 BABY02 - Review and update the national capture fisheries and aquaculture legislation in support of sustainable fisheries and aquaculture management and conservation of fisheries resources in Azerbaijan
· GCP /KYR/003/FIN - Support to Fishery and aquaculture management in the Kyrgyz Republic

FAO Structure/Presence in the Region
· Regional Office for Europe and Central Asia, Budapest - REU
· Subregional Office for Central and Eastern Europe, Budapest - SEU
· FAO Representation in Armenia
· FAO Representation in Georgia
· FAO Representation in Moldova
· Subregional Office for Central Asia, Ankara - SEC
· FAO Representation in Azerbaijan
· FAO Representation in Kyrgyzstan
· FAO Representation in Tajikistan
· FAO Representation in Turkey

The expertise and experience needed to provide technical as well as operational support, is organized in Multidisciplinary Teams in the three offices of REU, SEU and SEC.

The technical fields covered in the region comprises agribusiness and enterprise development, animal production and health, biotechnology and research, crop production and plant protection, forestry, fishery, food safety and consumer protection, investment, policy, statistics etc.
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