June 2011

Glossary of Terms and Descriptions

Relating to the Accreditation of GEF Project Agencies
The GEF will use the following terms during the GEF Accreditation Procedure for GEF Project Agencies under paragraph 28 of the GEF Instrument. 
Accreditation Panel: The panel to be constituted by the GEF that will review Stage 2 Applications for accreditation of GEF Project Agencies.  

Accreditation Panel Review: A criteria-based review to be performed by the Accreditation Panel, which will include assessment of project performance capacity, agencies' governance framework, and environmental and social safeguards, and other issues as determined by Council.
Applicant: An entity that requests or seeks accreditation as a GEF Project Agency.
Bilateral Development Agency: A development agency of a GEF donor country that is entrusted with the task of coordinating and implementing aid efforts in one or more GEF recipient countries.

GEF Agency:  Any one of the 10 institutions that have direct access to the GEF Trust Fund resources as of November 2010.  They include the following organizations: the African Development Bank, the Asian Development Bank, the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, the Inter-American Development Bank, the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development, the International Fund for Agricultural Development, the United Nations Development Program, United Nations Environment Program, and the United Nations Industrial Development Organization.

GEF Partner Agencies:  Those agencies eligible to request and receive GEF resources directly for the design, implementation, and supervision of GEF Projects.  This category includes both GEF Agencies and GEF Project Agencies.  It does not include agencies designated by countries that request resources from the GEF Secretariat for the execution of activities under direct access modalities, including for Convention reports and National Portfolio Formulation Exercises.    

GEF Project Agency: Any of the institutions that the GEF has accredited to receive GEF resources on behalf of countries to implement GEF-financed projects under the provisions of paragraph 28 of the Instrument apart from the ten GEF Agencies.

GEF Resources: Resources from any GEF-managed trust fund, including the GEF Trust Fund, the Least Developed Countries Fund (LDCF), the Special Climate Change Fund (SCCF), and the Nagoya Protocol Implementation Fund.  

International Organization:
An organization established by treaty or other instrument governed by international law that includes more than one government among its members and has a personality distinct from that of its members. 

Multilateral Development Bank: An institution operating at the international, regional or sub-regional level to provide financial support and professional advice for sustainable development activities.  

National Institution: An institution or agency of public interest within a country, established under national law and operating predominantly at the national or sub-national level.

Non-Governmental Organization: An entity established under national law as a not-for-profit organization, operating at the sub-national, national, regional, or international level. 
Operational Focal Point Support Letter: The letter that is required to be submitted together with the Stage 1 Application to the GEF to seek accreditation as a GEF Project Agency.  It includes a Project Concept Summary.  The purpose of the letter is to demonstrate that the entity applying for accreditation as a GEF Project Agency has the support of at least one GEF country Operational Focal Point (OFP).
Regional Organization:  An international organization whose membership is restricted to countries of a specific region or sub-region of the world.  

Private Sector Entity: An individual or collective entity, a corporation, a foundation, a consortium, a business association, or other entity established under national law as a for-profit organization, operating at the sub-national, national, regional or international level.
Project Concept Summary:  The document that describes the initial project that the Applicant expects to implement after it has been accredited, which has been agreed with the GEF country OFP.   It is an integral part of the Operational Focal Point Support Letter.   
Stage 1 Application: The initial application of Applicant submitted to the GEF Secretariat.  It provides the information needed to perform the Value-added Review by the GEF Secretariat. 

Stage 2 Application:  The second application of an Applicant, which will provide information on how the entity meets the GEF Minimum Fiduciary Standards, GEF environmental and social safeguard standards, and other issues, as required by Council and will be reviewed by the Accreditation Panel 

Value-added Review: The review to assess whether or not an applicant entity will provide sufficient added value to the GEF in terms of meeting its strategic objectives.  

UN Specialized Agencies and Programs: The 17 international organizations that have a relationship agreement with the United Nations (i.e. UN specialized agencies) and the UN-affiliated programs and funds financed through voluntary contributions. 


�  These terms and descriptions and descriptions are derived from those contained in Council Document  C.39.8.Rev.2,  Accreditation Procedure for GEF Project Agencies, and reflect developments and modifications as of June 2011.
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