
Introduction
The GEF-NGO Network was established in May 
1995 following the GEF Council’s decision to 
enhance relationships between the GEF and 
nongovernmental organizations (NGOs). The 
Network is made up of GEF-accredited organi-
zations whose work in environment and sus-
tainable development is aligned with the GEF 
mandate. It has a global organizational structure 
with regional focal points based in 15 differ-
ent regions overseen by a central focal point 
and a global Coordination Committee includ-
ing representatives of indigenous people. The 
network currently links member organizations 
in all regions of the world. Its role is expanding 
from focusing mainly on input to GEF planning 
and policy making to one of empowering the 
engagement of civil society in the implementa-
tion of GEF programs. 

In addition, the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro 
(1992) and the Fourth World Conference on 
Women in Beijing (1995) made explicit refer-
ences to the need to design environmental pro-
grams with a gender focus to increase women’s 
access to and control over resources, as well as 
improve the effectiveness of such projects.

Achievements
Since 1996, the Network has organized con-
sultations twice a year immediately prior to the 
GEF Council meetings and has also played a 
prominent role in regular GEF Assemblies. The 
Network has contributed to policy formulation 
by the GEF and advocated strong public partici-
pation in all stages of GEF program implementa-
tion.The Network has also been a conduit for
feedback on both positive and negative aspects 
of GEF implementation and has compiled case 
studies of practical experiences and best practic-
es in implementing GEF activities at the country 
and local levels.
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Objectives

n	 To enhance the role of civil society in 
	 safeguarding the global environment

n	 To strengthen GEF program implementation

n	 To maintain and enhance the capacity of the 	
	 GEF-NGO Network

Structure

Network Focal Areas

n	 Biodiversity

n	 Climate Change

n	 International Waters

n	 Land Degradation

n	 Ozone Depletion

n	 Persistent Organic Pollutants

Strategies
1. To enhance the role of civil society in safe-

guarding the global environment

	 Support outreach and awareness on global 
environmental issues

	 Encourage civil society contributions to con-
vention negotiations and implementation

	 Strengthen the capacity of civil society to  
address global environmental issues

2. To strengthen GEF program implementation 
through enhanced with civil society

	 Enhance civil society involvement in GEF 
country, regional and global projects

	 Support the effective access of local commu-
nities and civil society organizations to GEF 
resources through the SGP

	 Provide strategic input to GEF policy making, 
planning, and reviews

3. To maintain and enhance the capacity of the 
GEF-NGO Network

	 Enhance the governance capability of the 
Network

	 Promote active membership

	 Improve Network communication and  
resource generation



Membership
Currently, approximately 600 member organiza-
tions have been accredited to GEF and form the 
Network membership.

Benefits: By becoming members of the 
Network, organizations

n	 Receive updates on policies and activities of 
the GEF and the Network

n	 Are notified of funding and capacity building 
opportunities, as well as upcoming meetings 
and events

n	 Contribute to GEF policy and program devel-
opment and review

n	 Exchange experiences with other members 
of the Network and participate in GEF-NGO 
consultation meetings and GEF Assembly 
meetings. 

Nonprofit organizations actively working on 
GEF-related issues can request information on 
options and criteria for membership.

Regional Focal Points (organiZations) 
and their representatives

EAST AFRICA
Rajen Awotar
Council for Development, Environmental,
Studies and Conservation (MAUDESCO), Mauritius
Tel: +230 947 9333/763 0744 Fax: +230 454 3900
email: maudesco@intnet.mu
WESTERN AFRICA
Djimingue Nanasta
ENDA Tiers Monde - Programme Energie, Senegal
Tel: +221 33 822 5983/2496 Fax: +221 33 821 7595/5157
email: djim@enda.sn, enda.energy@sentoo.sn
NORTHERN AFRICA
Sahabi-Abed Salah
Association Recherche sur le Climat et Environnement
(ARCE), Algeria
Tel: +213 72 41 1375 Fax: +213 41 53 8397
email: salah_sahabi@yahoo.com
SOUTH ASIA
Jagdeesh Puppala
Foundation for Ecological Security (FES), India
Tel: +91 269 226 1303 Fax: +91 269 226 2916
email: jagdeesh@fes.org.in, ed@fes.org.in
SOUTHERN AFRICA
Chair of Board
ZERO Regional Environment Organization, Harare, Zimbabwe
Tel/Fax: +263 473 4023/ 73 4027 email: chair@zeroregional.com
NORTH EAST ASIA (to be elected)
WEST ASIA
Khadija Razavi
Centre for Ecodevelopment Studies (CENESTA), Iran
Tel: +98 21 669 72973 Fax: +98 21 664 00811
email: Khadija@cenesta.org
PACIFIC
Rex Horoi
The Foundation of the People of the
South Pacific International (FSPI), Fiji
Tel: +679 331 2250/ 330 8469 Fax: +679 331 2298
email: rex.horoi@fspi.org.fj
EUROPE
Jurgen Maier
German NGO Forum Environment and Development,
Germany
Tel: +49 228 359 704 Fax: +49 228 923 99356
email: chef@forumue.de
RUSSIA AND CENTRAL ASIA
(to be elected)
MESOAMERICA
Felipe Villagran
MEROLEC, A.C, Mexico
Tel/Fax: +52 961 671 5436
email: lacandon@prodigy.net.mx
SOUTH AMERICA
German Rocha
Corporación País Solidario “CPS,” Colombia
Tel: +571 249 5336 Fax: +571 2491044
email: cpscol@yahoo.com, cenprof@sky.net.co
CARIBBEAN
Ermath Harrington
Caribbean Conservation Association (CCA), Barbados
Tel: +246 426 5373 Fax: +246 429 8483
email: outreach@ccanet.net, harcon_04@yahoo.com
NORTH AMERICA
Pilar Barrera
The Nature Conservancy (TNC), USA
Tel: +1 703 841 4198 Fax: +1 703 276 3241
email: pbarrera@tnc.org
INDIGENOUS PEOPLE’S REPRESENTATIVES
LATIN AMERICA
Johnson Hugo Cerda Shiguango, Ecuador
Cell: +593 94265164 email: johnson.cerda@gmail.com
ASIA
Ben Solang, The Philippines
Tel: +63 74 300 5175 Fax: +63 74 442 2572
email: bskordimts@yahoo.com



gefC O N TA C T S  (as of February 2009)

INTERIM CENTRAL FOCAL POINT
(and regional focal point for South East Asia)
Faizal Parish
Global Environment Centre
2nd Floor, Wisma Hing, No 78,
Jalan SS2/72,
47300 Petaling Jaya,
Selangor, Malaysia
Tel: +60 3 7957 2007, Fax: +60 3 7957 7003
email: fparish@genet.po.my, faizal.parish@gmail.com

Mode of Operation
RESULTS

Members

• Funding
• Human Capital

• Knowledge
• Expertise
• Experience

• Improved dialogue and partnership between the GEF and civil society
• Strengthened cooperation among civil society organizations
• Enhanced feedback from civil society on GEF policies and 
 implementation
• Increased awareness and understanding of global environmental 
 issues
• Improved local, regional, and global environment

The
Network

Inputs

The GEF Family
• GEF Secretariat
• GEF Agencies
• Countries

Other
civil society

organizations


